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What methodology was used?What methodology was used?

• Broad mandate to explore the contents of 
the AMICO Library.

• Needed objective yardsticks to measure 
content against as a way to focus approach.

• Chose to look at AMICO Library primarily 
from the point of view of the “canon” used 
by the “academic art historian.”



What is the Canon?What is the Canon?

• Often assumed, rarely precisely defined, 
lately challenged by art historians.

• For the purposes of this study, the canon is 
more or less what academic art historians 
think is significant for teaching purposes.

• Academic art historical canon and the 
museum canon are quite different.



Museum or Academic Canon?Museum or Academic Canon?

• Museum is real objects.

• Museum limited by 
what it can physically 
acquire.

• Choices are unique.

• Choices partly 
determined by 
accident.

• Academic is slides, 
books, photographs.

• Academic limited only 
by what has been 
photographed.

• Choices tend to be 
uniform.

• Choices mostly 
deliberate.



What determines the “Academic What determines the “Academic 
Canon?”Canon?”
• Works of art that are used in university 

teaching, especially slide lectures.

• A large percentage (up to 70%) from text 
books (slide sets, copied from book).

• Contents of academic slide library very 
important (also often from books).

• Except for architectural historians, slides 
made by academics seem less important.



What is the “text canon?”What is the “text canon?”

• Defined for this study as “works of art 
illustrated in text books used in college 
teaching.”

• No need to reinvent the wheel.

• Put together by recognized authorities.

• Books easy to access, browse, and survey.

• Self-reinforcing: each edition based on past 
books and editions.



Slive, “Genre Painting” spread 
in Dutch Painting 1600-1800, 
pgs. 162-163



How does the AMICO Library How does the AMICO Library 
compare to the text canons?compare to the text canons?
• Most “text canon” images not in North 

American museums.

• Most “text canon” images in AMICO 
museums not in AMICO Library.

• Most “text canon” artists are in AMICO 
Library.

• Most North American museums with “text 
canon” images are already AMICO members.



Illustrations in Janson, 
History of Art

Works in non-museum
locations (50%)

Works in museums
outside N. America (36%)

Works in non-AMICO
museums in N. America
(6%)
Works in AMICO member
museums in Library (3%)

Works in AMICO member
museums not in Library
(5%)



How does the technology affect How does the technology affect 
the canon?the canon?

• Technology does not give “clues” like the 
pages of a book.

• Searching requires patience and familiarity 
and comfort with the technology.

• Technology is “value free” and does not rank 
images.

• Search technology is “hard edge,” art history 
is “soft edge.”



AMICO search on Keywords
“Dutch genre”



What are the “anomalies?”What are the “anomalies?”

• Some artists richly represented with 
hundreds of images; others represented by 
only one or two.

• Images seem uncoordinated across member 
institutions.

• Library defeats expectations by not including 
images in text canons.



AMICO Search on Keyword 
“Nighthawks”



What are the special strengths?What are the special strengths?

• AMICO Library large and broad-based 
including many areas poorly represented 
elsewhere and not in the “canon.”

• AMICO Library especially strong in 19th-
century, Old Master prints, photographs.

• Image quality far more consistent that typical 
slide library.



Works by artists in Janson in AMICO Library
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What are the marketing What are the marketing 
implications of this study?implications of this study?

• AMICO’s greatest strength is being the only 
thing of its kind on the market.

• AMICO’s greatest weakness is being the only 
thing of its kind on the market.

• Users tend to look for AMICO to be things 
it is not, e.g., a digital slide library.

• “Tilt point” for digital images is when they 
serve entire courses.



What are possible future courses What are possible future courses 
for the Library’s development?for the Library’s development?

• Continue as before and let market take care 
of other needs and uses.

• Package library content in ways that 
emphasize its special nature and strengths.

• Act as “curator” to content to lessen 
apparent anomalies.

• Acquire images to enhance Library’s “text 
canon” content.



What should AMICO be when it What should AMICO be when it 
grows up?grows up?


